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Paradise,  Pa.,  July  6,  1861. 


REV.  15.  B.  KILLIKELLY,  D.  D. — 

Honored  Sir: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  “Lightner 
Home  Guard,”  held  on  the  4th  inst.,  the  following  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Captain,  to  call  on 
Dr.  Killikelly,  and  request  a  copy  of  his  able  and  most  beautiful,  patri¬ 
otic  address,  for  publication. 

Whereupon,  the  undersigned  were  appointed,  who  most  respectfully 
solicit,  according  to  the  above  Resolution,  a  copy  of  your  address  for 
the  purpose  of  having  it  published. 

With  esteem  and  respect,  we  remain  * 

Your  most  grateful  parishioners, 

0.  B.  McKNIGHT,  ) 

DAVID  CONYNGIIAM,  l  Committee. 
E.  II.  WITMER,  ( 


Paradise,  Lan.  co.,  Pa.,  July  10,  1861. 

Mt  Dear  Friends — 

A  pressure  of  business  has  prevented  a  reply  to  the 
Resolutions  of  the  “Lightner  Home  Guard,”  passed  on  the  4th  inst.f 
asking  for  a  copy  of  the  discourse  I  had  the  pleasure  to  deliver  on  that 
day,  before  tbe  Guard,  in  All  Saints’  Church,  Paradise. 

The  partiality  of  friendship  has  overrated  the  effort  made  on  that  oc¬ 
casion,  but  if  the  sentiments  then  expressed  can  be  made  useful  in 
stirring  up  any  latent  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  our  people,  the  dis¬ 
course  is  entirely  at  your  disposal.  I  owe  it  to  myself  to  say  that  much 
uttered  at  the  moment  cannot  be  exactly  recalled,  while  some  points 
noted  down  but  not  delivered,  are  now  offered  as  not  inappropriate. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  way  of  conveying  the  request  of  the 
Guard  you  represent,  and  believing  that  it  will,  in  any  emergency,  fully 
discharge,  under  the  gallant  leader  whose  name  it  bears,  all  that  can 
reasonable  be  expected,  I  remain,  dear  sirs, 

Very  faithfully  your3, 

B.  B.  KILLIKELLY. 

G.  B.  McKNIGHT,  )  Committee  of 

DAVID  CONYNGHAM,  [-“Lightner  Home  Guard,” 

B.  H.  WITMER,  Esqs.,  J  Paradise,  Lan  co.,  Pa. 
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PSALM  XX:  5. 

“IN  THE  NAME  OE  OUR  GOD,  1VE  WILL  SET  UP  OUR  BANNERS.” 

It  is  supposed  that  this  Psalm  was  written  when 
David  was  at  war  with  the  Ammonites,  and  that  it  was 
sung  in  the  tabernacle  while  he  was  encamped.  It  would 
appear  from  the  Psalm,  that  banners,  or  as  they  have  since 
been  called,  colors,  standards,  and  more  commonly  dags, 
were  used  in  very  early  ages,  as  a  signal  to  keep  the  peo¬ 
ple  together,  and  to  encourage  them  to  oppose  the  enemy* 
The  portion  of  the  psalm  forming  our  text,  seems  to  have 
been  sung  by  the  people  who  trusted  in  God,  that  He 
would  bring  their  king  home  to  them  in  safety. 

Those  who  first  sought  a  home  on  this  Western  Con¬ 
tinent,  set  up  their  “banners  in  the  name  of  God,”  and 
looked  to  Him  for  needed  protection  in  the  hour  of  trial- 
That  first  colony  on  New  England’s  rock-bound  shore 
was  a  most  brilliant  evidence  of  simple  laith  in  an  over¬ 
ruling  Providence :  they  trusted  in  God  as  the  Lord  oi 
the  universe,  who  had  a  right  to  direct  the  affairs  of  the 
children  of  men.  Nor  was  their  trust  misplaced.  Amidst 
their  trials  and  privations,  of  which  we  who  have  long  reap¬ 
ed  the  fruit  and  enjoyed  the  rich  legacy  of  their  laborious 
toil  and  deeds  of  self-sacrifice,  can  form  no  adequate  con¬ 
ception,  they  set  up  their  banner  in  the  name  of  their 
God,  and  never  faltered  beneath  it.  Their  simple  polit¬ 
ical  motto  was,  “  Equal  Rights” — a  principle,  which 
though  never  fully  carried  out  in  the  confederation  ol 
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States,  brought  into  political  existence  mainly  through 
their  instrumentality — is  yet,  nevertheless,  the  watchword 
at  the  gate  of  liberty — the  rallying-cry  ot  all  who  set  a  due 
value  on  the  inherent  rights  of  man,  and  are  resolved 
that  these  rights  shall  be  respected. 

Time ,  in  his  annual  circuit,  has  again  brought  round 
a  day  memorable  above  all  others  in  our  political  his¬ 
tory;  a  day  which  our  people  North  and  South,  East  and 
West,  have  heretofore  rejoiced  to  celebrate  as  the  jubilee 
of  Freedom’s  natal-day.  It  was  on  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1776,  that  the  then  thirteen  United  States  of  North  Amer¬ 
ica,  set  up  their  banner,  and  took  their  place  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth;  and  it  is  on  this  4th  day  of  July, 
1861,  that  our  President  has  summoned  Congress  to  meet 
and  deliberate  how  the  Union,  so  happily  formed,  and 
the  place  hitherto  so  distinguished  and  respected  abroad, 
may  not  only  be  preserved  intact  and  shielded  from  the 
sacrilegious  hand  of  anarchy  and  rebellion,  but  handed 
down  unimpaired  to  the  generations  that  are  to  follow  in 
the  wake  of  time.  No  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
have,  within  so  short  a  period,  carved  out  for  themselves 
such  a  place  in  the  great  family  of  nations,  as  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States  of  North  America.  It  is  the 
government  that  has  achieved  this,  and  not  the  individual 
States.  We  have  never  been  [a  government  of  States , 
but  of  individuals,  a  government  in  which  any  man  of 
any  State  represented  in  the  confederation,  had  as  much 
right  to  the  protection  and  immunities  of  citizenship,  as 
any  other  man  of  any  other  State  admitted  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  Union. 

This  theory  has  been  recognized  and  acted  upon  in 
past  time  by  foreign  nations,  who,  in  making  treaties 
with  the  United  States,  have  never  for  a  moment  consid¬ 
ered  that  they  were  treating  with  this  State  or  with  that, 
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from  which  any  such  State  could  at  its  pleasure  secede, 
hut  with  a  government  having  a  name  and  identity,  and 
able  to  wield  the  force  of  the  whole  people  as  the  arm  of 
one  man  in  repelling  invasion  from  abroad,  quelling  re¬ 
bellion  at  home,  and  possessed  of  integrity  to  make  good 
its  treaties  with  other  nations,  and  its  contracts  with  its 
own  people.  This  is  the  position  we  have  occupied  in 
the  eye  of  the  world,  a  position  of  which  we  have  been 
justly  proud.  But  an  evil  spirit  has  been  going  through 
certain  portions  of  the  land,  and  men  are  there  banded 
together  clamoring  for  change  without  regard  to  conse¬ 
quences. 

That  Banner  beneath  which  the  heroes  of  a  justifiable 
revolution  fought  and  conquered,  which  has  been  every¬ 
where  hailed  as  the  emblem  of  Liberty,  the  standard  of 
a  government  where  every  honest  man  of  any  nation, 
seeking  its  protection  in  the  cultivation  of  the  peaceable 
pursuits  of  life,  was  sure  to  have  it.  That  banner,  oh! 
“tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Aske- 
lon,”  set  up  by  our  forefathers  as  the  representative  of  the 
mildest  and  most  equitable  government  the  world  ever 
knew,  has,  as  you  know,  been  shot  down,  rent,  trailed  in 
the  dust,  and  dishonored  by  men  calling  themselves 
Americans,  who  glory  in  their  deed,  and  boast,  mean¬ 
while,  of  their  being  a  little  better  than  the  rest  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  the  true  representatives  of  American  nobility. 
How  that  species  of  nobility  has  manifested  itself  you  are 
all  aware,  and  we  are  permitted  to  judge  of  the  tree  by 
its  fruit.  At  the  same  time  I  am  fully  justified  in  saying, 
that  among  our  brethren  of  the  South,  are  to  be  found 
persons  of  the  highest  intellectual  and  moral  worth,  num¬ 
bers  whom  we  may  proudly  claim  as  countrymen,  and 
who  possess  all  that  constitutes  the  type  of  the  highest 
humanity. 
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We  meet,  then,  brethren  and  friends,  on  this  recurring 
anniversary  of  our  birthday  into  the  family  of  nations, 
under  new  and  peculiarly  trying  circumstances.  Instead 
of  this  being,  as  usual,  a  gala-day ,  it  is  one  for  solemn 
thought  and  firm  resolve.  In  our  cities  and  large  towns, 
thousands  of  armed  men,  comprising  all  classes  of  citi¬ 
zens,  will  be  seen  parading  shoulder  to  shoulder,  with 
measured  step  and  settled  mien ;  and  this  feeling  has  ex¬ 
tended  even  to  our  villages  and  townships.  Here,  in 
proof,  within  this  secluded  temple,  dedicated  to  “  the  God 
of  peace,”  have  assembled  a  body  of  our  own  fellow- 
citizens,  almost  all  of  whom  never  before  wore  the  sol¬ 
dier’s  garb,  or,  I  may  say,  handled  the  deadly  rifle.  And 
why  is  this?  Is  it  because  they  love  the  pomp  and  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  war  ?  or,  are  they  thus  equipped  to  meet 
or  guard  against  an  imaginary  foe  ?  Far  otherwise. 
These  bodies  of  men,  found  everywhere  almost  on  this 
day,  in  our  own  State,  as  well  as  in  those  adjoining  us, 
have  been  aroused  and  called  forth  in  the  first  instance,  as 
a  u  Home,  Guard ” — to  repel  invasion,  or,  in  case  of  dire 
necessity,  to  go  forth  and  follow  the  thousands  of  our 
brave  fellow  citizens  in  the  effort  to  put  down  a  rebellion 
against  our  government  on  the  part  of  several  of  our  sis¬ 
ter  States  of  the  South  and  Southwest,  which  has  been 
justly  characterized  as  “a  more  unrighteous,  needless, 
and  criminal  rebellion,  than  the  page  of  history  has  ever 
recorded,  involving  in  its  issues  so  many  vast  temporal 
and  eternal  consequences.”  With  respect  to  our  own 
“  Home  Guard” — we  know  those  who  compose  it,  and 
feel  assured  that  in  the  hour  of  trial,  should  it  occur,  they 
will  be  found  equal  to  our  highest  expectations,  and  be  in 
name  and  deed  a  Home  Guard. 

Let  me  here  quote  the  calm  and  settled  views  of  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  Bishops  of  the  Episcopal 
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Church,  Bishop  Mcllvain,  of  Ohio.  In  his  address  to 
his  convention,  which  met  on  the  5th  of  June  last,  he  says, 
“  There  is  no  such  tiling  as  being  neutral  in  this  contro¬ 
versy,  unless  we  would  live  in  a  land  over  which  the  Con¬ 
stitution  the  United  States  claims  no  authority.  There  is 
no  middle  ground  between  loyalty  to  its  government  and 
disloyalty.  Rightfully  the  supreme  law  over  all  the 
States,  every  inhabitant  must  choose  in  regard  to  it,  the 
one  side  or  the  other.  And  that  choice  is  not  a  mere 
political  or  secular  question.  It  involves  the  most  sacred 
considerations  of  conscience  and  of  religious  duty,  as  well 
as  the  most  important  duties  of  the  social  state.  In  these 
times  it  behooves  every  conscientious  man  to  have  a  well 
considered  and  decided  answer  to  the  question,  What  is 
his  duty  as  a  citizen  and  a  Christian  towards  the  Consti¬ 
tution  and  Government  in  the  present  crisis?  I  published 
my  own  answer  to  this  question  on  the  19th  day  of  April, 
in  an  article  entitled,  “  The  Christian’s  duty  in  the 
present  crisis.”  That  19th  of  April  was  the  darkest  day 
we  have  seen  since  the  foundation  of  our  government, 
was  laid.  The  Capital  was  in  the  greatest  danger.  Its  com¬ 
munications  were  cut  off.  We  could  get  no  intelligence  of 
its  condition.  The  worst  was  feared.  This  was  the  day 
when  the  first  troops  hastening  to  the  defence  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  the  noble  6th  of  Massachusetts,  were  fired  on  by  the 
mob  in  Baltimore.  Those  shots  struck  us  all,  as  did  those 
of  the  guns  of  Sumpter.  That  day  and  its  intense  anxie¬ 
ties  and  excitements  can  never  be  forgotten.  What  a  rising 
up  there  was  of  hearts  and  hands  all  over  the  land !  I  re¬ 
member  the  date,  because  it  was  under  the  feeling  of  that 
time  I  wrote  the  article  referred  to,  and  because  I  wish  to 
say  that  now,  when  calmer  feelings  have  come  and  more 
opinions  have  been  compared  I  see  no  reason  why  I  should 
not  say  again,  that  our  duty  in  this  emergency  is  steadily , 
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bravely,  earnestly,  to  sustain  the  government  and  its  ad¬ 
ministration,  in  the  use  of  all  lawful  means  to  preserve  the 
integrity  of  the  Union. 

We  do  not  look  upon  the  present  unhappy  contest  as 
one  chosen  by  the  government.  We  believe  it  has  been 
forced  upon  the  Government.  Nor  do  we  consider  that 
the  peculiar  institution  of  the  South  has  any  prominent 
place  in  this  struggle,  so  far  as  our  side  is  concerned. 

That  subject  has  now  been  driven  out  of  sight,  to  come 
back  only  when  a  greater  and  more  fundamental  interest 
is  settled.  The  question  that  takes  precedence  now  of  all 
others  is,  shall  we  preserve  the  government  as  now  estab¬ 
lished  ?  But  not  alone  that;  but  shall  we  have  any  social 
compact  to  which  the  name  of  government  can  with  any 
propriety  be  given ;  or  shall  we  submit  to  principles  and 
measures  which,  in  their  logical  results  and  practical  ten¬ 
dencies,  are  essentially  lawless  and  anarchical  ?  A  more 
momentous  crisis  never  came  upon  a  nation’s  counsels. 
Questions  of  mere  policy  are  unspeakably  inferior.  The 
greatest,  deepest,  most  conscientious  and  sacred  interests 
of  the  social  state  are  all  involved.  Most  reasonably  have 
all  party  jealousies  and  divisions  retired.  It  is  very  far 
from  any  thing  like  enmity  to  our  brethren  of  the  seceding 
States,  or  a  desire"  to  interfere  with  the  protection  which 
the  Constitution  has  thrown  around  their  peculiar  institu¬ 
tion — which  they  have  united  in  enacting,  and  with 
which  they  have  professed  to  be  satisfied — it  is  not  under 
any  excitement,  or  spirit  of  violence  or  desire  to  visit  any 
part  of  the  land  with  the  calamities  of  war,  that  this 
mighty  uprising  all  over  the  North  and  East  and  West, 
in  every  town  and  village,  and  on  every  farm,  has  occur¬ 
red,  but  it  is  simply  out  of  loyalty  to  that  constitution, 
and  the  Union  under  it,  and  all  its  rights  and  securities, 
for  all ;  it  is  out  of  a  conscientious  determination  to  stand 
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by  that  Constitution  as  our  dearest  earthly  heritage,  under 
which  all  sections  of  the  country  have  prospered,  and 
which  has  been  faithfully  observed  for  all.”  And,  says 
Bishop  Lee,  of  the  slave-holding  state  of  Delaware,  in 
a  sermon  delivered  in  Wilmington,  on  the  21st  of  April : 
“The  question  is  not  now  one  of  names,  or  of  men,  or  of 
parties;  it  is  one  of  country, of  liberty,  of  national  existence? 
of  life  or  death.  The  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  great  Amer¬ 
ican  Republic  represents  in  liis  person  the  majesty  of  the 
law.  He  is  the  nation’s  head,  and  the  blow  aimed  at  him 
is  aimed  at  the  Constitution  and  the  people,  at  every 
home  and  every  bosom.  All  the  dearest  rights  and  most 
precious  interests  of  the  citizens,  all  that  makes  govern¬ 
ment  desirable,  or  civil  association  a  blessing,  is  now  jeo¬ 
parded.  And  therefore  I  say,  in  circumstances  so  startling 
and  momentous,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 
stand  by  those  who  are  in  authority  and  to  give  them  his 
hearty  and  efficient  support.  This  is  alike  the  dictate  of 
self  interest,  of  social  obligation,  of  patriotism,  and,  as  I 
read  the  scriptures,  of  religion.” 

My  friends,  I  have  quoted  the  published  sentiments  of 
those  eminent  Christian  men  and  ministers  because  I  be¬ 
lieve  you  will  at  once  accept  them ;  yea,  rather,  because  they 
are  but  the  expression  of  your  own  patriotic  sentiments ; 
and  I  further  believe  that  there  are  thousands  of  our  fel¬ 
low  citizens  (for  such  legally  they  still  are)  in  the  disaffect¬ 
ed  states — who  truly  entertain  similar  sentiments,  but  who 
dare  not  express  them  on  account  of  the.  terrorism  that 
reigns. 

When  our  President,  under  the  advisement  of  Congress, 
and  of  the  able  men  associated  with  them  in  conducting 
the  Government,  shall  have  thrown  the  shield  of  his  pro¬ 
tection  around  the  true  Union  men  in  all  the  states  now 
in  rebellion, — it  will  be  seen  by  what  means  this  disgrace- 
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ful  and  ruinous  rising  against  the  government  has  been 
inaugurated ;  then  will  all  its  mysteries  of  iniquity  be 
brought  to  light,  and,  we  trust,  its  instigators  and  prime 
movers  receive  that  condign  punishment  which  such 
arch- rebels  so  justly  merit  for  their  own  iniquitous  course* 
as  well  as  a  warning  to  others. 

•Finally,  Brethren  and  Friends,  as  we,  a  Christian 
people,  have  set  up  our  Banners  in  the  name  of  our  God, 
so  let  us  set  up  our  Barriers  against  sin  and  satan — for 
here  the  evil  begins,  and  it  is  through  the  inflating  pride 
instilled  into  the  hearts  of  the  leaders  of  this  crusade  by 
that  old  serpent  the  devil,  that  all  this  trouble  has  come 
upon  us.  Squadron  after  squadron  of  our  brave  citizen 
soldiers,  evincing  a  zeal  beyond  all  praise,  may  continue 
to  pour  forward  and  muster  in  the  ranks  of  war,  and  pre¬ 
sent  their  bodies  a  willing  sacrifice  on  the  field  of  duty — 
but  “  Unless  the  Lord  keep  the  city  the  watchman  waketh 
but  in  vain.”  “  It  is  not  an  arm  of  flesh  that  shall  save 
us.”  “  Some  put  their  trust  in  chariots,  and  some  in 
horses ;”  but  our  chief  barrier  must  be  to  “  Remember 
the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God,”  as  our  fathers  did:  to 
“trust  in  Jehovah  and  be  doing  good.”  And  is  there  not 
abundant  reason  so  to  do,  since  God,  in  his  mercy,  when 
our  need  was  sore,  gave  us  a  Washington  and  signally 
blessed  the  effort  to  establish  that  Union  in  which  we 
have  heretofore  and  do  yet  glory.  And  has  He  not  con¬ 
tinued  to  bless  us  by  giving  us  in  this  day  of  fearful  in¬ 
testine  commotion  a  Scott ,  the  man  above  all  others  so 
eminently  qualified  to  meet  the  emergency  in  which  the 
country  is  placed;  a  man,  second  to  none  on  earth  in  any 
of  the  qualities  that  distinguish  the  military  chieftain ;  a 
man  to  whose  sagacity,  foresight,  forbearance,  and  un¬ 
shrinking  firmness  we  owe,  under  God,  our  present  favor¬ 
able  attitude  to  preserve  the  Union.  Were  we  not  in  a 
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temple  dedicated  to  God,  whose  name  and  praise  should 
alone  resound  within  its  hallowed  precincts,  I  would 
ask  you  to  give  three  cheers  for  our  noble  hero,  Winfield 
Scott;  hut  as  it  is,  I  do  ask  you  to  send  up  your  earnest 
prayers  in  his  behalf,  that  he  may  be  abundantly  blessed 
in  body  and  soul,  and  be  divinely  guided  in  all  he  may 
do  towards  bringing  this  great  struggle  to  a  happy  issue. 

Let  us  also  erect  other  barriers.  In  times  like  these  it 
is  well  to  have  a  “  Home  Guard”  around  our  dwellings, 
but  to  render  them  safe  we  must  have  bulwarks  ivithin. 
Let  us  then  raise  about  our  domestic  hearths  those  im¬ 
pregnable  fortifications  which  will  enable  us  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  vaunting  foe,  the  fortifications  of  a  pure 
faith  and  righteous  obedience,  of  sacred  duty  and  holy 
love.  So  shall  we  be  faithful  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ; 
so  shall  we  bear  forward  and  perpetuate  to  coming  gen¬ 
erations  the  inestimable  blessing  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty ;  so  so  shall  we  be  to  our  country  her  best  bene¬ 
factors,  and  when,  as  now,  she  be  depressed  and  sorely 
wounded  by  the  arrows  of  civil  discord,  and  grappled  by 
the  hand  of  the  political  midnight  assassin,  who  comes  to 
kill,  and  to  steal,  and  to  destroy — yet,  shielded  by  the 
barrier  of  divine  grace,  shall  she,  at  the  command  of  the 
Captain  General  of  our  salvation,  whose  holy  behests  we 
have  been  and  are  endeavoring  to  carry  out,  rise  renewed 
in  strength  as  an  eagle,  rise  renewed  in  beauty  “as  the 
wings  of  a  dove,  that  is  covered  with  silver  wings,  and 
her  feathers  like  gold.”  “  The  glory  of  her  latter  state, 
will,  we  trust,  be  greater  than  the  glory  of  the  former, 
because  it  will  be  a  glory  the  peculiar  privilege  of  “  a 
peculiar  people,”  a  people  zealously  devoted  to  the  great 
gospel  work  of  making  “God’s  way  known  upon  earth, 
his  saving  health  among  all  nations;”  a  people  standing 
among  the  foremost  of  those  whom  He  employs  by  His 
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providence  to  bring  about  the  great  gospel  consummation 
referred  to  by  the  prophet  Habakkuk,  when  “  The  earth 
shall  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord? 
as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.” 

Should  we  be  permitted,  brethren  and  friends,  to  cele¬ 
brate  another  Fourth  of  July  together,  I  fervently  hope 
it  may  be  under  happier  auspices  than  those  of  to-day. 
I  trust  we  shall  meet  to  return  thanks  to  God  that  our 
banner,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  Federal 
Government,  floats  over  a  united  people,  and  that  “  peace 
and  happiness,  truth  and  justice,  religion  and  piety,  may 
be  established  among  us  for  all  generations.” 


